
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
at

EL CIELO BIOSPHERE RESERVE
MEXICO

6 DAYS (16 MEALS) $809 PER PERSON
What could be more fun and exciting than birding on this year’s Christmas Bird Count
at Gomez Farias and El Cielo (translates to heaven)! We will depart on December 28
- not to return until January 2, 2020. Dedicated birders will bird alongside excellent
local bird guides to reestablish the El Cielo Christmas Bird Count which has not
been conducted since 2008!

Sign up now. The price is right. Transfers and transportation in a charter bus, hotel
and meals are all included. Snacks and water are not included. Dress for winter
birding, bring snacks and refillable water bottle, pack your gear! Let’s go birding!

DAY 1 - Saturday, December 28, 2019 - Depart from Harlingen at 6:30am for pick
ups in Weslaco and Mission as we travel to the Mexican border at Reynosa. There
we transfer to our Mexican charter coach for our drive to Gomez Farias, close to six
hours from the US border. This semi tropical area is alive with so many different
varieties, birders will think they truly have gone to birder’s heaven. Arrive at our
hotel for a late lunch, then learn about the CBC circle area, divide into four or five
teams to cover the count circle, meet our guides, assign count areas and enjoy some
afternoon birding and exploring. Overnight at Hotel Cumbres Inn & Suites in
Gomez Farias.   L, D

DAY 2 - Sunday, December 29, 2019 - This is scouting day for your assigned count
area. Each team will bird their CBC area to become familiar with the birds in that
area. The likely areas will be, (1) Alta Cima and above,(2) Mountain road to Alta
Cima, (3)Azteca and lowlands along Rio Sabinas, (4) Gomez Farias from Mountain
Rd to Hwy 101and (5) possibility of birding El Encino mountain. Transportation will
be by open air pick up trucks. Dependng on the weather, we will spend an evening
around the town plaza for owling. Overnight at Hotel Cumbres Inn & Suites in
Gomez Farias.  B, L, D

DAY 3 - Monday, December 30, 2019 - Official CBC count day! You will bird your
count area, same area as yesterday. Again, all navigable by pick up truck. All
participants will have the opportunity to go to Alta Cima sometime during the 4 days.
At Alta Cima there is a community run restaurant with a limited selection.  No special
meals are possible.  Local vendors display their wares - embroidered dish towels,
jams and liquors.  Rough terrain may make this a tiring day - but the birds and scenery
encountered should make it sensational - a day to be remembered. Overnight at Hotel
Cumbres Inn & Suites in Gomez Farias.                  B, L, D
 

DAY 4 - Tuesday, December 31, 2019 - Today we will go by bus to Boca Toma 2, an
area on the Rio Sabinas, a beautiful clean, clear river with walking trails for more
leisurely birding. We will watch for birds that love to be near the water. An outboard
motor boat will take us in shifts to look for rare species, perhaps a Sungrebe at the
northern limits of its range. This afternoon, visit a heavily used recreational area called
La Florida that generally abounds in birds. Unless we decide we want to get back to
the hotel to celebrate, we may stay out later if birds are still active. We are flexible
these last two days and want to make sure everyone is able to bird all locations.
Overnight at Hotel Cumbres Inn & Suites in Gomez Farias.  B, L, D

DAY 5 - Wednesday, January 1, 2019 - This will be our last day and an opportunity
for all to bird areas that they have not birded yet: mountain road to Alta Cima, Alta
Cima and above, Gomez Farias area, Rio Sabinas and surrounding lowlands and
possibly El Encino. Also , those more hardy may want to really experience El Cielo
by going to the top of the mountain. It will take three hours to reach the top whether
you walk, ride a horse or go by pick up truck. This extra and very rough side trip is not
included in the cost of the tour, but if you are adventuresome, by all means go. A
writer who accompanied me on one of my tours, wrote an article about her experience.
The lead off was “ it’s a hell of a long way to heaven” If you go, take snacks or ask the
hotel to prepare you a picnic lunch.                                      B, L, D

DAY 6 - Thursday, January 2, 2019 - After breakfast and check out, we can explore
the fields and meadows below Gomez Farias before we continue our journey to the
border. We should arrive in Reynosa around 6:30 pm or so but crossing the border
is apt to take some time. Once back in the United States you will be returned to your
pick up point. This could be 8:30pm or later so you will need another hotel night if
you are from out of town.           B, PL

COST PER PERSON DEPARTURE DATE
Single - $1,059 December 28, 2019
Double - $  809
Triple - $  789 VALID PASSPORT REQUIRED

Currently there is NO CHARGE  for the Mexican Visa on land tours of 7
days or less!

Departs from Harlingen at 6:30a.m.;from Weslaco at 7:00a.m.; from Mission at 7:30a.m.

Pricing is based on 25 paying passengers.  If numbers fall below that, the cost
could increase.

SEATS ARE LIMITED.  CALL TODAY!

DEPOSIT: $100.00 PER PERSON

BALANCE DUE 30 DAYS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE.

www.gowithjo.com
Call Go...With Jo! today at

(956)423-1446 or (956)664-1446 or 1-800-999-1446




	Page 1
	Page_2

	Page 2

